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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In an Agreement dated 22 January 2008, the North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA) 

contracted Golder Associates Limited (Golder) to assess the water supply and its variability in the 

North Saskatchewan River Basin (NSRB) under natural hydrologic conditions and present 

climatic conditions.  

The NSRB was divided into seven (7) hydrologic regions to account for the spatial variability in 

factors influencing water yield.  The hydrologic regions were delineated such that the hydrologic 

responses were essentially similar within each region, but different from region to region. The 

annual yield for each hydrologic region was estimated as the average of the annual yields of 

gauged watersheds located completely within the hydrologic region, if available.  Thirty-four 

hydrometric stations within the NSRB were included in the analysis. For the assessment of 

natural water yield, only those data series or portions thereof that have been collected under 

natural flow conditions were considered. 

A key aspect of the water yield assessment in the NSRB was the estimation of water yield in 

watersheds with non-contributing areas.  The calculation of water yield for each hydrologic 

region and sub-basins in the NSRB was based on the effective drainage areas of gauged 

watersheds and on effective drainage areas within each hydrologic region or sub-basin.  The non-

contributing areas as delineated by the Prairie Farm and Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA) of 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) for the NSRB were used. 

Monthly yields were determined by first estimating the average percentage of the annual yield at 

each station within a hydrologic region, with priority given to stations wholly contained within 

the hydrologic region and to stations with winter flow records.  The average monthly percentage 

was then used with the annual yield estimated for a hydrologic region to estimate a typical 

monthly yield for that region.  The coefficients of variation and skewness for the annual yield of a 

hydrologic region were used to estimate the 10th, 25th, 75th and 90th percentiles on the basis that 

the annual yield series followed a log-normal distribution.   

The annual and monthly yields for each sub-basin as defined by NSWA were also estimated from 

the annual yield of each hydrologic region that is included in each sub-basin and the proportion of 

each hydrologic region within each sub-basin. 
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The mean annual natural discharge of the NSR at the Alberta/Saskatchewan boundary is about 

7,510 million m3 (Mm3), which is equivalent to an annual yield of 179 mm during average 

hydrologic conditions.  The cumulative annual yield (volume) at the same location for the 10th, 

25th, 75th and 90th percentile hydrologic conditions are 122, 142, 205 and 248 mm (5,110 Mm3, 

5,930 Mm3, 8,600 Mm3, and 10,400 Mm3), respectively.  The headwater hydrologic region, with 

an area of 4,110 km2 compared to the NSRB’s gross drainage area of 56,860 km2, contributes 

almost half (3,600 Mm3) of the annual cumulative yield of the NSRB at the boundary.  The 

portion of the NSRB downstream of Edmonton contributes less than 300 Mm3 of flow volume to 

the annual cumulative volume of the NSRB at the boundary.  The mean annual natural discharge 

of the NSR near Edmonton and at the downstream outlet of the Strawberry sub-basin is 

7,080 Mm3.  The cumulative annual discharge at the same location for the 10th, 25th, 75th and 90th 

percentile hydrologic conditions are 4,990 Mm3, 5,740 Mm3, 8,030 Mm3, and 9,470 Mm3, 

respectively. 

The most upstream hydrologic region has the highest annual yield at 870 mm, while the 

easternmost hydrologic regions near the Alberta/Saskatchewan boundary have the lowest annual 

yields at 35 mm and 25 mm, respectively.  These low yields are a reflection of the low 

precipitation, relatively higher temperature and higher evapotranspiration, and large non-

contributing areas in the eastern half of the NSRB.  The peak monthly yield from the hydrologic 

regions in the eastern half of the NSRB occurs in April as a result of snow melt as temperatures 

begin to increase in spring.  In contrast, the peak monthly yield from the hydrologic regions in the 

western half of the NSRB, particularly those along the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains, 

occur in July because of the gradual rise in temperature during spring and early summer at these 

high elevations. The peak monthly cumulative yield at the Alberta/Saskatchewan boundary 

occurs in July and seems to follow the pattern shown by the hydrologic regions in the western 

half of the NSRB.  This is an expected result as the western hydrologic regions generate most of 

the yield in the NSRB.   

The results of an analysis of flow records on the NSR indicate that the approach and results of the 

water supply assessment for the NSRB as described above are valid.     
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

During a meeting with the North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA) on December 13, 

2007, Golder Associates Limited (Golder) was requested to provide a scope of work to assess 

water supply and its variability in the North Saskatchewan River Basin (NSRB) under natural 

hydrologic conditions and present climatic conditions.  An additional request was to scope the 

modeling work required to predict changes in the water yield under potential future climatic 

conditions.  Subsequent to a letter dated January 17, 2008 from Golder outlining the requested 

scope of work, NSWA authorized Golder in an Agreement dated 22 January 2008 to undertake 

the water supply assessment.  This report presents the results of the analysis for the water supply 

component of the study. 

1.2 Scope of Work 

The objective of the water supply component of the study was to provide a basin-wide status of 

water yield (average conditions) and its variability (quartiles) in the NSRB and its key sub-basins.  

This component of study would be based on natural flow data series recorded at Environment 

Canada’s hydrometric stations in the NSRB. 

1.3 Approach for Assessment of Water Supply 

The North Saskatchewan River Basin (NSRB) exhibits significant spatial variability in 

temperature and precipitation, both within any given year and from year to year.  In the 

mountains and higher foothills, precipitation tends to be relatively high and evapotranspiration 

low, resulting in high water yield.  In contrast, in the eastern portion of the NSRB, average annual 

precipitation tends to be less than average annual evapotranspiration, which leads to large 

moisture-deficit areas, either at certain times of the year or regionally during multi-year droughts. 

Given the geographic variability in precipitation, evaporation, and other climatic variables, it is 

critical for an assessment of water yield to consider explicitly the spatial variability of the factors 

contributing to water yield. 
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 There is considerable flow data for rivers and streams in the NSRB, both on the main stem of the 

North Saskatchewan River (NSR) and its tributaries.  Some of the flow data series include 

portions that reflect the regulation of flows due to power projects or other activities.  For the 

assessment of natural water yield, it is necessary to consider only those data series or portions 

thereof that have been collected under natural flow conditions. 

The approach for the assessment of water yield in the NSRB consisted of the steps outlined in the 

following sections. 

1.3.1 Hydrologic Regionalization of the North Saskatchewan River Basin 

The hydrologic response of a watershed is a function of watershed characteristics including 

drainage area and slope, precipitation inputs, air temperature at high altitudes and in high latitude 

regions, evapotranspiration, and infiltration.  The NSRB was divided into seven (7) hydrologic 

regions to account for the spatial variability in water yield between hydrologic regions.  The 

hydrologic regions have been delineated such that the hydrologic response will be essentially 

similar within each region, but different from region to region.  Figure 1 in Appendix I shows the 

hydrologic regions (HR) for the NSRB, superimposed on the sub-basins delineated by the North 

Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance (NSWA).  Within each hydrologic region, the average water 

yield was assumed to be essentially spatially uniform.  Flow data series within each of these 

regions were analyzed to obtain average annual water yield, the standard deviation of the annual 

yields, and the mean monthly yields.   

The delineation of the NSRB into seven HRs is based on the hydrologic regionalization work 

completed for Alberta Environment (AENV) by Golder in 2006 (Golder 2006).  As part of that 

work, the Province of Alberta was classified into hydrologic regions (HR) on the basis of 

topography, climate, hydrology, drainage, geology, and soils.  The classification of the province 

into hydrologic regions was undertaken in two steps.  First, spatial patterns in a number of 

physiographic, geologic and climatic parameters were identified for the province.  The major 

parameters included physiography, elevation, slope, geology, climate, temperature, precipitation 

(rainfall and snowfall) and evaporation.  The second step in the regionalization process was to 

assess the similarity of the hydrologic responses of gauged watersheds using relationships 

between drainage area and mean annual runoff.  Watersheds with similar responses were grouped 
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within regions.  Other hydrologic response measures such as the 2-year and 10-year flood flows, 

and mean February flows were also used in the regionalization process.  The locations and spatial 

extents of the gauged watersheds were also considered in the delineation of the regions. 

The delineation of the hydrologic regions was determined by comparing the spatial patterns in 

physiography, geology, climate and hydrologic responses.  There were a number of iterations to 

manually adjust the boundaries of the hydrologic regions to account for the various factors 

influencing the hydrologic regimes of the various regions.  The analysis of the hydrologic 

response patterns and physiographic-geologic-climate spatial patterns resulted in 20 hydrologic 

regions for the Province of Alberta that represent a reasonable accounting of the various factors 

influencing the hydrologic response of a watershed.   

1.3.2 Effective and Gross Drainage Areas  

A key aspect of the water yield assessment is the estimation of water yield in watersheds with 

non-contributing areas.  This is especially relevant in the east-central and southern watersheds of 

Alberta.  The prairie landscape in the south and eastern part of Alberta is characterized by areas 

with internal drainages, i.e., areas that do not drain to the main receiving stream, but instead drain 

to local sloughs or wetlands.  The study of prairie hydrology makes a distinction between 

effective drainage area, which is the area that actually contributes runoff to the main receiving 

stream during a flood with a return period of two years, and gross drainage area, which is the area 

that could be contributing runoff only during extremely wet conditions and are delineated based 

on topography.  The Prairie Farm and Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA) of Agriculture and 

Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) has delineated the non-contributing areas in the NSRB.  Figure 2 in 

Appendix I shows the non-contributing areas in the NSRB.  The non-contributing areas do not 

reflect agricultural drainages systems that may have been constructed to improve local runoff 

pathways and conditions. 

The calculation of water yield for each hydrologic region (HR) in the NSRB was based on the 

effective drainage areas of gauged watersheds and on effective drainage areas within each 

hydrologic region (HR). 
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1.3.3 Data Analysis 

The water yield analysis for the NSRB was based on the natural flow records at 34 hydrometric 

stations within the NSRB.  Figure 1 in Appendix I shows the locations of the stations.  Except for 

one headwater station, all other stations were on tributaries to the North Saskatchewan River 

(NSR) as the records at stations on the main stem of the NSR were generally for regulated flows. 

Table 1 in Appendix II lists the stations used, the gross and effective drainage areas at each 

gauging site, the proportion of the drainage area of each gauged watershed in each hydrologic 

region it encompasses, the available period of record and the period of record used for the 

analysis.  In several cases, the period of record used for the analysis is shorter than the available 

record.  This results from an attempt to use records spanning approximately the same years for all 

stations within a hydrologic region so that any bias from using records spanning different wet 

and/or dry hydrologic cycles is small. 

Table 1 in Appendix II indicates whether winter flow records are available at each gauging 

station.  At stations where winter flows were not available for stations within a hydrologic region, 

the winter monthly yields were filled using a percentage of the mean annual runoff.  The 

percentage used for the winter months was based on an approximate percentage derived for 

stations with recorded winter flows within the same hydrologic region. 

For each station, the mean annual runoff (annual yield) and mean monthly runoff (monthly yield) 

were estimated from the period of record selected for analysis.  Mean annual runoff is calculated 

as the mean of the annual mean flows (in m3/s) recorded at a station multiplied by 1000, 

multiplied by the number of seconds in a year and then divided by the effective drainage area (in 

m2).  The mean annual runoff is then expressed in millimetres (mm).  A similar approach is used 

for estimating the mean monthly runoff, with the time base being the number of seconds in a 

month.  The standard deviation, coefficient of variation (standard deviation divided by mean) and 

coefficient of skewness (a measure of how asymmetrical the probability distribution of a variable 

such as monthly yield is when compared to the symmetrical normal distribution) of the annual 

yield and monthly yield were also calculated. 
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Table 1 in Appendix II shows that the annual yield or monthly yield at stations within the same 

hydrologic region can be different from one another.  There are two reasons for the variability in 

yield between hydrometric stations within the same hydrologic region.  One reason is simply that, 

even though the hydrologic response within a hydrologic region is expected to be similar, slight 

differences in lengths of record, differences in mean elevations of gauged watersheds even within 

a hydrologic region, and differences in slopes and geology can lead to slight differences in yield.  

The other reason is that, even though a gauging station may be located in one hydrologic region, 

its watershed may extend into two or more hydrologic regions.  The yield from a watershed at the 

gauging site will therefore depend on the proportion of the watershed within each hydrologic 

region, and this proportion may be different between stations within the same hydrologic region. 

The annual yield for each hydrologic region was estimated as the average of the annual yields of 

gauged watersheds located completely within the hydrologic region, if available.  If the gauged 

watersheds span two or more hydrologic regions, the annual yield estimate for the downstream 

hydrologic region was estimated from the annual yield of the upstream hydrologic region, the 

combined yield at the gauging site and the proportion of the watershed in the downstream and 

upstream hydrologic regions.  The annual yield of the most upstream hydrologic region (HR-3) 

was estimated first because the gauged watersheds in this region will be fully contained within 

HR-3.  The analysis then proceeded to the next downstream hydrologic region (HR-4), using the 

annual yield of HR-3 where appropriate, and so on for the other downstream hydrologic regions. 

The monthly yield distribution was determined by first estimating the average percentage of the 

annual yield at each station within a hydrologic region, with priority given to stations wholly 

contained within the hydrologic region and to stations with winter flow records.  The average 

monthly percentage was then used with the annual yield estimated for a hydrologic region to 

estimate a typical monthly yield for that region. 

The coefficients of variation and skewness for the annual yield of a hydrologic region were used 

to estimate the 10th, 25th, 75th and 90th percentiles on the basis that the annual yield series 

followed a log-normal distribution.  The average monthly percentage derived previously was then 

used to distribute the annual yield across the twelve months of a year for each percentile. 
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The annual yield for each sub-basin as defined by NSWA was estimated from the annual yield of 

each hydrologic region that is included in the sub-basin and the proportion of each hydrologic 

region within the sub-basin.  The annual yield calculations were done using effective drainage 

areas. 
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2. SURFACE WATER AVAILABILITY 

The objective of this component of the project was to characterize the average water yield 

condition as well as its spatial and temporal variability in the North Saskatchewan River Basin 

(NSRB) and its major sub-basins as defined by the NSWA. 

The North Saskatchewan River (NSR) begins in the ice fields of Banff and Jasper National Parks 

and generally flows east toward the Alberta-Saskatchewan boundary.  The total area of the NSRB 

from its headwaters in the glaciers of Jasper and Banff National Parks on the eastern slopes of the 

Rocky Mountains to the prairie landscape along the Alberta-Saskatchewan boundary is about 

57,000 km2.  Within Alberta, the Brazeau, Nordegg, Ram, Clearwater, Sturgeon and Vermilion 

rivers are the major tributaries to the NSR.  The mean annual natural discharge of the NSR at the 

Alberta/Saskatchewan boundary is about 7,500,000 dam3.  The NSRB is part of the larger Nelson 

River system, which eventually drains into Hudson Bay. 

The following sections provide the results of the data analysis undertaken for the water yield 

assessment.  The approach for the data analysis is described in Section 1.3. 

2.1 Hydro-Climatic Characteristics of the Hydrologic Regions of the NSRB 

The hydrologic regions (HR) for the NSRB are shown in Figure 1 in Appendix I.  The 

physiographic and hydro-climatic characteristics of the HRs are described in the following 

paragraphs. 

HR-3: Hydrologic Region HR-3 trends northwest to southeast along the eastern slopes of the 

Rocky Mountains.  HR-3 is ecologically classified as generally Alpine in upland areas 

and as Subalpine along river valleys.  Ground elevation in HR-3 generally exceeds 2000 

m (amsl), with average ground slope derived from digital elevation maps generally 

exceeding 2%. 

HR-3 has the highest water yield in the NSRB.  Mean annual temperature in this region is 

generally less than -1oC at very high elevations and between 0 and 2oC at lower 

elevations in this region. Mean annual precipitation in this region ranges from 450 to 500 
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mm along sheltered valley areas to over 600 mm outside of the valleys.  Mean annual 

rainfall is between 250 and 300 mm, while mean annual snowfall can range between 200 

and 800 mm.  Mean annual evapotranspiration is generally less than 325 mm because of 

the low year-round temperatures at the high elevations.  The high precipitation and low 

evapotranspiration result in HR-3 having the highest local mean annual water yield for 

the NSRB and is of the order of 870 mm. 

HR-4: Hydrologic Region HR-4 is adjacent to and east of HR-3 with elevations between 1,500 

m and 2,500 m (amsl).   Average ground slopes derived from digital elevation maps are 

generally between 1 and 2.5%.  HR-4 is ecologically classified as generally Subalpine, 

with Alpine areas at the higher elevations and Upper Foothills areas at the lower 

elevations. 

HR-4 has the second highest water yield in the NSRB.  Mean annual temperature in this 

region is generally between 0 and 3oC. Mean annual precipitation in this region ranges 

from 450 to 500 mm along sheltered valley areas to over 600 mm outside of the valleys.  

Mean annual rainfall is between 300 and 400 mm, while mean annual snowfall can range 

between 150 and 200 mm, with smaller areas receiving up to 800 mm.  Mean annual 

evapotranspiration is generally between 300 and 350 mm.  The high precipitation and 

moderate evapotranspiration result in HR-4 having the second highest local mean annual 

water yield for the NSRB and is of the order of 250 mm. 

HR-5: Hydrologic Region HR-5 is adjacent to and east of HR-4 with elevations between 1,000 

m and 1,500 m (amsl).   Average ground slopes derived from digital elevation maps are 

generally between 0.5 and 2%.  HR-5 is ecologically classified as mostly Lower 

Foothills, with small Upper Foothills areas at the higher elevations. 

HR-5 has a moderate to high water yield in the NSRB.  Mean annual temperature in this 

region is generally between 2 and 5oC. Mean annual precipitation in this region is quite 

high, exceeding 600 mm on most areas.  Mean annual rainfall is between 400 and 500 

mm, while mean annual snowfall can range between 150 and 200 mm.  Mean annual 

evapotranspiration is generally between 345 and 385 mm.  The high precipitation and 
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moderate evapotranspiration result in HR-5 having a moderate to high local mean annual 

water yield for the NSRB and is of the order of 160 mm. 

HR-10: Hydrologic Region HR-10 comprises only a small portion of the NSRB.  HR-10 is in 

central Alberta and encompasses the Swan Hills area.  Hydrologic Region HR-10 is 

ecologically classified as Lower Foothills.  Ground elevation in HR-10 ranges from 800 

to 1000 m (amsl).  Average ground slope derived from digital elevation maps ranges 

from 0.25% to 1%. 

HR-10 is characterized by low to moderate water yield.  Mean annual temperature in this 

region ranges from 3 to 5oC. Mean annual precipitation in this region ranges from 550 to 

600 mm, of which mean annual rainfall is between 400 and 500 mm and mean annual 

snowfall is between 150 and 200 mm.  Mean annual evapotranspiration generally ranges 

from 365 to 385 mm.  More than 95% of the area of HR-10 contributes runoff to the NSR 

during years with average hydrologic conditions.  The relatively moderate precipitation, 

moderate evapotranspiration and almost negligible percentage of non-contributing runoff 

areas result in HR-10 having a relatively low to moderate mean annual water yield of the 

order of 85 mm. 

HR-8: Hydrologic Region HR-8 is located in central Alberta and encompasses primarily the 

plains region of the lower Athabasca River watershed.  HR-8 also comprises the middle 

sections of the NSRB and the Red Deer River Basin. Hydrologic Region HR-8 has a 

range of ecological regions, from the Lower Foothills at higher elevations, Central 

Mixedwood in the central section of the region, to Dry Mixedwood in the eastern-most 

section.  Ground elevation in HR-8 ranges from 600 to 1000 m (amsl).  Average ground 

slope derived from digital elevation maps ranges from 0.25% to 1%. 

HR-8 is characterized by low to moderate water yield.  Mean annual temperature in this 

region ranges from 2 to 5oC. Mean annual precipitation in this region ranges from 500 to 

550 mm, of which mean annual rainfall is between 360 and 500 mm and mean annual 

snowfall is between 100 and 150 mm.  Mean annual evapotranspiration generally ranges 

from 365 to 425 mm.  About 95% of the area of HR-8 contributes runoff to the NSR 

during years with average hydrologic conditions.  The relatively moderate precipitation, 
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high evapotranspiration and small percentage of non-contributing runoff areas result in 

HR-8 having a relatively low to moderate mean annual water yield of the order of 65 

mm. 

HR-2C: Hydrologic Region HR-2C is ecologically classified as mostly Central Parkland, with 

some Dry Mixedwood areas.  Ground elevation in HR-1C ranges from 600 to 800 m 

(amsl).  Average ground slope derived from digital elevation maps is mild and generally 

less than 0.25%. 

HR-2C is characterized by relatively low water yield.  Mean annual temperature in this 

region ranges from 2 to 5oC. Mean annual precipitation in this region ranges from 450 to 

500 mm, of which mean annual rainfall is between 300 and 400 mm and mean annual 

snowfall is between 100 and 125 mm.  Mean annual evapotranspiration generally ranges 

from 365 to 425 mm.  About 65% of the area of HR-2C contributes runoff to the NSR 

during years with average hydrologic conditions.  The low precipitation, high 

evapotranspiration and moderately high percentage of non-contributing runoff areas 

result in HR-2C having a relatively low local mean annual water yield of the order of 35 

mm. 

HR-1C: Hydrologic Region HR-1C is the northern part of HR-1 that encompasses the prairies 

and lower portions of the South Saskatchewan River, Red Deer River, Battle River and 

North Saskatchewan River watersheds.  The ecological classification of the lower section 

of HR-1C within the NSRB is Central Parkland, while the upper section is classified as 

Dry Mixedwood.  Ground elevation in HR-1C ranges from 800 m (amsl) along the 

western edge of the region to about 400 m along the river valley near the Alberta-

Saskatchewan boundary.  Average ground slope derived from digital elevation maps is 

mild and generally less than 0.25%. 

HR-1C is characterized by very low water yield.  Mean annual temperature ranges from 0 

to 2oC in the northern section of the region and from 2 to 3oC in the central-western 

section of the region. Mean annual precipitation in this region ranges from 400 to 450 

mm, of which mean annual rainfall is between 300 and 360 mm and mean annual 

snowfall is between 35 and 125 mm.  Mean annual evapotranspiration generally exceeds 
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400 mm.  Less than 50% of the area of HR-1C contributes runoff to the NSR during years 

with average hydrologic conditions.  The low precipitation, high evapotranspiration and 

high percentage of non-contributing runoff areas result in HR-1C having a very low local 

mean annual water yield of the order of 25 mm. 

2.2 Annual and Monthly Yield and Volumes from Hydrologic Regions 

The upper portion of Table 2-1 in Appendix II shows the average annual and monthly yield 

estimates from each hydrologic region in the NSRB.  Table 2-2 in Appendix II shows the same 

information as annual and monthly flow volumes in units of million cubic metres.  Figure 3 in 

Appendix I shows a map of the mean annual runoff (annual yield) and mean annual volume from 

each hydrologic region.  Hydrologic region HR-3 has the highest annual yield at 870 mm, while 

the hydrologic regions HR-2C and HR-1C have the lowest annual yields at 35 mm and 25 mm, 

respectively.  These low yields are a reflection of the low precipitation, relatively higher 

temperature and higher evapotranspiration, and large non-contributing areas in the eastern half of 

the NSRB.  Table 2-1 and Table 2-2 in Appendix II show that most of the water yield or volume 

in the NSRB is generated from the first two or three hydrologic regions of the NSRB. 

The last column of Table 2-1 in Appendix II shows the cumulative annual yield, that is, the 

amount of runoff that shows up in the main stem of the NSR from the most upstream to the most 

downstream hydrologic region.  The middle portion of Table 2-1 in Appendix II shows the 

cumulative monthly yield for each month. Table 2-2 in Appendix II provides the same 

information as cumulative annual and monthly flow volumes in units of million cubic metres. 

The figure below Table 2-1 in Appendix II illustrates the monthly yield from each hydrologic 

region as a percentage of the annual yield.  The figure also illustrates the monthly percentage of 

the cumulative yield in the NSR at the Alberta/Saskatchewan boundary.  The figure in Table 2-1 

demonstrates that the peak monthly yield from the hydrologic regions in the eastern half of the 

NSRB occurs in April as a result of snow melt as temperatures begin to increase in spring.  In 

contrast, the peak monthly yield from the hydrologic regions in the western half of the NSRB, 

particularly those along the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains, occur in July because of the 

gradual rise in temperature during spring and early summer at these high elevations. 
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The peak monthly cumulative yield at the Alberta/Saskatchewan boundary occurs in July and 

seems to follow the pattern shown by the hydrologic regions in the western half of the NSRB.  

This is an expected result as the western hydrologic regions generate most of the yield in the 

NSRB.  Table 2-2 in Appendix II shows that hydrologic region HR-3 contributes almost half 

(3,600 million m3) of the annual cumulative yield of the NSRB at the provincial boundary (about 

7,510 million m3).  In fact, the portion of the NSRB downstream of Edmonton contributes less 

than 300 million m3 of flow volume to the annual cumulative yield of the NSRB at the provincial 

boundary. 

2.3 Annual Yield from Sub-Basins   

Figure 1 in Appendix I shows the sub-basins of the NSRB as defined by the NSWA.  Some of the 

sub-basins span more than one hydrologic region.  For example, the Ram sub-basin spans 

hydrologic regions HR-3, HR-4, HR-5, HR-10 and HR-8.  The results presented in Section 2.2 

can be used to estimate the annual yield from each of these sub-basins individually.  The 

proportion of each sub-basin that falls within the various hydrologic regions that it encompasses 

is first estimated.  The annual yield from the sub-basin is then the area-weighted annual yield of 

all the hydrologic regions crossed by the sub-basin.  Effective areas are used wherever the non-

contributing areas are significant.  The annual yields from each sub-basin are then cumulated to 

estimate the cumulative yield at the junction of two or more sub-basins, and further downstream 

until the Alberta/Saskatchewan boundary.  Table 3 in Appendix II shows the results of the annual 

yield and volume analysis for the sub-basins.  The cumulative annual yield or volume at the 

Alberta/Saskatchewan boundary is 179 mm or about 7,510 million m3, which is the same as the 

cumulative annual yield or volume shown in Table 2-1 and Table 2-2 in Appendix II. 

The analysis discussed for the sub-basins can be used in the same manner for any watershed 

within the NSRB.  

2.4 Variability in Annual and Monthly Yield from Hydrologic Regions 

Table 1 in Appendix I provides the mean annual runoff for each hydrologic region as well as an 

estimate of the coefficient of variation (CV, which is the standard deviation of the annual yields 

divided by the mean annual yield) and the coefficient of skewness (CS, which is a measure of the 
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direction and magnitude of the asymmetry of a probability distribution).  Table 1 shows that CV 

and CS tend to increase from hydrologic regions on the western portion of the NSRB to eastern 

hydrologic regions.  CS tends to be positive, that is, the probability distribution of annual yield is 

skewed to the right.  This pattern is a reflection of the relatively much larger variability expected 

in the hydrologic response of drier areas. 

The coefficients of variation and skewness for the annual yield of a hydrologic region were used 

to estimate the 10th, 25th, 75th and 90th percentiles on the basis that the annual yield series 

followed a log-normal distribution.  The average monthly percentage derived previously was then 

used to distribute the annual volumes across the twelve months of a year for each percentile.  

Table 4 in Appendix II shows the average case (same as Table 2-2), 10th, 25th, 75th and 90th 

percentiles of the annual volumes from each hydrologic region, the cumulative volumes along the 

NSR and the monthly volumes.  Table 5 shows similar results for each sub-basin individually 

(annual and monthly volumes), and cumulatively (annual volumes). 

Table 2-1 in Appendix II indicates that the cumulative annual yield at the Alberta/Saskatchewan 

boundary is 179 mm for average hydrologic conditions.  The cumulative annual yield at the same 

location for the 10th, 25th, 75th and 90th percentile conditions are 122, 142, 205 and 248 mm, 

respectively.  

2.5 Validation of Yield Estimates 

The cumulative annual yield estimates along the NSR that are provided in Table 5 are based on 

the area-weighted summation of yields from each contributing sub-basin within the hydrologic 

regions of the NSRB.  Recorded flows on the NSR at WSC stations 05DF001 (North 

Saskatchewan River at Edmonton) and 05EF001 (North Saskatchewan River near Deer Creek) 

were used to validate the yield estimates.   

Station 05DF001 is located close to the downstream outlet of the Strawberry sub-basin.  The 

gross drainage area of the NSRB at 05DF001 is 28,100 km2, and the effective drainage area is 

27,100 km2.  The cumulative gross and effective drainage areas of the NRSB at the outlet of the 

Strawberry sub-basin are 28,040 and 27,040 km2, respectively.  The flow record at 05DF001 

spans from 1911 to 2008, however, flows in the NSR became significantly regulated by power 
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projects and other activities from 1960 onwards.  Therefore, the natural flow record for the NSR 

from 1911 to 1959 only was used for deriving mean annual yield and selected percentiles of the 

yield.  The results indicate that the mean annual yield from the natural flow record at 05DF001 is 

255 mm based on effective drainage area.  This value compares well with the cumulative mean 

annual yield of 262 mm estimated at Strawberry.  Similarly the 10th, 25th, 75th and 90th percentile 

annual yields estimated from the natural flow records at 05DF001 (195 mm, 207 mm, 299 mm, 

336 mm, respectively) compare well with the cumulative 10th, 25th, 75th and 90th percentile yields 

derived at Strawberry (191 mm, 219 mm, 306 mm, 360 mm, respectively, from yields of 

hydrologic regions comprising the NSRB. 

Station 05EF001 is located close to Alberta-Saskatchewan boundary and near the downstream 

outlet of the Monnery sub-basin.  The gross drainage area of the NSRB at 05EF001 is 56,818 

km2, and the effective drainage area is 42,700 km2.  The cumulative gross and effective drainage 

areas of the NRSB at the outlet of the Monnery sub-basin are 56,860 and 41,960 km2, 

respectively.  The flow record at 05EF001 spans from 1917 to 2006, however, flows in the NSR 

became significantly regulated by power projects and other activities from 1960 onwards.   In 

addition, only a few sporadic years of natural flow records are available prior to 1960.  These 

were not deemed sufficient for estimate percentiles of annual yield at this station.  Instead, the 

entire flow record was used to estimate the mean annual yield, on the assumption that the effects 

of regulation due to power projects will not be significant on the total annual flow volumes.  The 

effects of consumptive uses are not known.  Nevertheless, an approximate value of the mean 

annual yield at 05EF001 is estimated to be 173 mm, which again compares well with the 

cumulative mean annual yield of 179 mm (based on cumulated yield from sub-basins and yield 

from hydrologic regions) near Monnery at the Alberta-Saskatchewan boundary. 

The results of an analysis of flow records on the NSR indicate that the approach and results of the 

water supply assessment for the NSRB as described above are valid.  The validation also suggests 

that the assumption that the entire NRSB is experiencing similar hydrologic conditions, the 

assumption on which cumulative yield estimates for selected percentiles are derived, is valid to 

some degree.  The rationale is that the relatively small headwater areas of the NSRB generate 

almost 90% of the mean annual flow volume and are expected to be similarly affected spatially 

by dry or wet hydrologic conditions.  The relatively insignificant contribution of the areas east of 
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Edmonton to annual yield suggests that the flows in the NSR downstream of Edmonton will 

essentially reflect the upstream hydrologic conditions. 

2.6 Summary 

Natural flow records at gauges within the NSRB have been used to develop tables and maps of 

natural annual and monthly yields from hydrologic regions contributing runoff to the NSR under 

average hydrologic conditions.  The year-to-year variability in annual yield has been 

characterized in terms of the coefficient of variation and coefficient of skewness of the annual 

yield series.  The information can be used to estimate the monthly and annual yield from any 

portion of the NSRB and cumulative annual and monthly yield in the NSR for average hydrologic 

conditions and for hydrologic conditions that are drier or wetter than average conditions. 
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3. CLOSURE 

We trust the above meets your present requirements.  If you have any questions or require 

additional details, please contact the undersigned. 

GOLDER ASSOCIATES LTD. 

APEGA PERMIT TO PRACTICE 05122 

Report prepared by: 

for Lei Chen, Ph.D. Oscar Kalinga, Ph.D., P.Eng. 
Water Resources Specialist Water Resources Engineer 

Report reviewed by: 

Anil Beersing, Ph.D., P.Eng. Getu Biftu, Ph.D., P.Eng. 
Associate, Senior Water Resources Engineer Senior Water Resources Engineer 

 
DISCLAIMER 
This report has been prepared by Golder Associates Ltd. (Golder) for the benefit of the client to 

whom it is addressed.  Golder has prepared this report in a manner consistent with that level of 

care and skill ordinarily exercised by members of the engineering and science professions 

currently practicing under similar conditions in the jurisdiction in which the services are 

provided, subject to the time limits and data availability applicable to this report.  No other 

warranty, expressed or implied is made.  Except as required by law, this report and the 

information and data contained herein area to be treated as confidential and may be used and 

relied upon only by the client, its officers and employees.  Golder denies any liability whatsoever 

to other parties who may obtain access to this report for any injury, loss or damage suffered by 

such parties arising from their use of, or reliance upon, this report or any of its contents without 

the express written consent of Golder and the client. 



March 2008 -17- 08-1337-0001 
 
 

 Golder Associates 

REFERENCES 

Golder Associates Ltd. (Golder). 2006. HYDROLOGIC REGIONS OF ALBERTA. Report 

submitted to Alberta Environment, March 2006. 

 



 

 

APPENDIX I 
 

FIGURES - GIS MAPS PRODUCED FOR REPORT 

 

Figure 1 Hydrologic Regions and Sub-Basins of the North Saskatchewan River Basin 

Figure 2 Non-Contributing Areas in the North Saskatchewan River Basin 

Figure 3 North Saskatchewan River Basin Mean Annual Runoff (mm) and Mean Annual 
Flow (million m3) from Hydrologic Regions 

Figure 4 North Saskatchewan River Basin Cumulative Mean Annual Flow (million m3) 
from Hydrologic Regions 

Figure 5 North Saskatchewan River Basin Mean Annual Runoff (mm) and Mean Annual 
Flow (million m3) from Sub-Basins 

Figure 6 North Saskatchewan River Basin Cumulative Mean Annual Flow (million m3) 
from Sub-Basins 

 

 


