
  

 

  

  
 

  

  

 

  

  
  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

  

 

 

 

 IN STREAM NEWSLETTER  

MAY 2021  
 

 

  

  

 

This month's newsletter includes a few updates on our AGM in June and information on other 
things happening in our watershed.  
 
NSWA will have summer students joining our team again this year for June, July, and August. If 
you have any COVID-approved events or activities that you would like our students to help 
with, please email us at water@nswa.ab.ca.  
 
As the weather warms up, we hope you can enjoy some adventures in our watershed. Our 
book Living in the Shed has some great ideas for places to explore. Follow our social media 
this summer for ideas for watershed adventures.  

 

 

 

 

NSWA AGM 
 JUNE 23, 2021 

  
Join us on June 23, 2021 (9 am to 11:30 am) for the online 
NSWA Annual General Meeting. There will be updates on 
the work of the NSWA, elections for Board members and 
presentations on our Annual Report and Financial 
Statements. 
 
Register on Eventbrite - link below. An online Zoom 
meeting link will be sent to all those registered closer to the 
meeting date. 
  

 

REGISTER for the AGM  
 

 

  

 

NSWA is honored to be on the shortlist in two categories for this year's 30th Annual Emerald 
Awards. 
 
Vermilion River Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Project  is a multi-year riparian 
and wetland restoration and enhancement project in the Vermilion River subwatershed 
 
 
The WaterSHED North Saskatchewan River Water Quality Monitoring Program is a 
collaborative project between Alberta Environment and Parks, EPCOR, NSWA and the City of 
Edmonton.  
  
The Emerald Awards event will be held on June 1, 2021. For more information on the Emerald 
Awards, and to see featured projects from previous winners (including the Battle River 
Watershed Alliance) go the Emerald Awards website    
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INFORMATION ON ALBERTA’S COAL POLICY  
 

  

 

On February 8, 2021, the 1976 Coal Policy was re-instated by the Albert Government to 
allow for public consultation on updating the policy, including the coal categories which define if 
and what type of coal activities are permitted in different areas of the Eastern Slopes. 
  
Public consultation will be led by the Coal Policy Committee comprised of five members from 
various sectors. The Committee will provide a report on what they heard from Albertans in the 
fall of 2021.  
  
The results of the initial Coal Policy Engagement Survey are now available. For more 
information on the public consultation process or to subscribe to updates go the Government of 
Alberta webpage.  

 

Information on Coal Policy  

 

 

  

 

Thanks to all those who joined us for the Watershed Wednesdays webinars - we had over 150 
people in total attend the three events.  All presentations are posted on the NSWA website and 
on our YouTube  channel. The topics presented over the past few months were: 

• NSWA's Riparian Health Action Plan and the new Riparian WebPortal 
• Lake projects in the watershed 

• The Sturgeon River Watershed Management Plan and Technical Studies 

The Wednesday lunchtime webinars will start up again in the fall - save the dates!  

• September 22 
• October 27 
• November 24  

Watch our social media and website for more information. 
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The results of our Riparian Intactness Project will soon be made public on our Riparian Web 
Portal. Planners and Project Managers, in all levels of government, agriculture, and 

ENGOs are invited to get backstage access by signing up for these trainings: 
 

101: Dive into the Riparian Data: Our Intactness Project 
In this 1.5 hour workshop, you will learn the Why and How of the Riparian Intactness 

Assessment project, how it applies to your work, and how it can improve the health of our 
watersheds. 

 
102: Where Data Meets Action: Riparian Web Portal* 

In this 2 hour workshop, you will be given login access and be trained on how to use the 
riparian data to better your work, and contribute your projects to the data set. 

*The 101 Workshop is a prerequisite for the 102. 
 

All training is being offered online and at no cost. Space is limited. 
Register now at battleriverwatershed.eventbrite.com 

  

 

 

 

Flooding or Drought? 
 
NSWA has received a number of inquires 
recently about low water levels in many of 
our watershed's smaller creeks and rivers 
this spring. This is due to significantly lower 
snowfall amounts this past winter. 
 
However, with the mountain snow melt just 
starting, watch for higher water levels in the 
North Saskatchewan River and our 
headwaters tributaries in June and July.  
 
For more information on the current water 
levels of lakes, creeks or rivers in your area, 
download the Government of Alberta's 
Rivers App and check their website for 
updates. 
 
As we do face times of uncertain water 
levels, it is always good to consider ways 
you can conserve water. EPCOR  and the 
Alberta Water Council have some great 
resources on water conservation.  
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VERMILION RIVER WATERSHED ALLIANCE 
 

  

 

 
 
 
This month the VRWA blog 
features the work of Bob 
Underschultz an 
Environmental Technician 
with the Alberta Woodlot 
Extension Society (AWES). 
 
The full article can be viewed 
on the VRWA website. 
 
  

 

 

 

GET TO KNOW THE NSWA BOARD 
 

  

 

 

 

 

  
Bill Fox is one of our longest serving Board 
members. He has served as an 
Agriculture representative for Alberta Beef 
Producers on the Board since 2001. 
 
Work:  Bill is a farmer in the Elk Point area. 
He has farmed both grain and stock and 
continues to work on his farm just north of 
the North Saskatchewan River.  
 
Favorite place in the watershed 
Bill loves the area he lives in- the Elk Point 
area, as well as the Beaver River area with 
all of its lakes. 
  

 

  
Favorite NSWA memory: 
Bill particularly enjoys the time he spends 
visiting Grade 4 classrooms in the 
watershed, sharing his knowledge of farming 
and watersheds, and inspiring younger 
generations to think about water. He 
remembers a young girl coming up to him 
after a presentation saying that she then 
knew that "water work" is what she wanted 
to do in the future. He is a great supporter of 
NSWA, and shares copies of Living in the 
Shed with people across the community. He 
also attends most of the NSWA Forums, 
driving all the way from his farm to the 
events. 
  
Quote: "The NSWA looks after the water. If 
we don't have good quality of water, we 
don't have a lot of other things. Water is life 
for our future".  

 

 

  

 

Feedback from Albertans contributed to the development of a new disturbance standard that 
streamlines authorizations for temporary seasonal docks and mooring structures. More 
information on the new standards can be found on the Government of Alberta website. A 
good summary can be seen in the sheet linked below.  

 

Dock and Mooring Standards  
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OTHER WATERSHED RESOURCES 

  
The Environmental Law Centre (ELC) has announced its first webinar in the  Reimagining 
Rivers Webinar Series  - Magpie River as a Person.  Legal rights govern how we interact with 
each other and with the world around us. Various jurisdictions, for example, are now granting 
legal rights to aspects of the environment such as rivers. The ELC website has more 
information on this important topic. 
  
The Environmental Law Centre recently published their written submission for public 
consultation on the Alberta Coal Mining Policy. You can find it here. 
 
The Agroforestry and Woodlot and Extension Society (AWES) is holding a webinar : 
Wildlife Corridors: Shelterbelts and Ecobuffers. You can register on Eventbrite. 
 
The Land Use Framework has resources on many topics including four webinars on 
conservation easements. Explore their website for more information. 
 
ALUS Canada is a national not-for-profit organization that supports the delivery of the ALUS 
program across the country. ALUS helps farmers and ranchers restore wetlands, reforest, plant 
windbreaks, install riparian buffers, manage sustainable drainage systems, create pollinator 
habitat, and establish other ecologically beneficial projects on their properties. There are many 
ALUS programs in the watershed including those in the County of Two Hills., Parkland County 
and the County of Vermilion River.  
 
Check out the NSWA DISCOVERS section on our website with watershed resources and 
activities for adults and children. There are many activities to encourage watershed learning for 
your family.  

 

 

 

 

  
 
SUPPORT THE WORK OF NSWA 

 
Living in the Shed is a great book to help plan your 
summer adventures in the watershed. Priced at $20 per 
copy they can be ordered at our SHOP.  
 
NSWA is a registered charity. For information on supporting 
our watershed projects go to our DONATE webpage.  
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