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< WWMC, WHO WE ARE
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“ . A society formed in 2006 (as recommended by Dr. Schindler’s and
other studies produced for the lake prior to this date)

* A permanent board of volunteer directors made up of a cross-
section of about 20 stakeholders from around the lake representing
business, government, NGOs, lake residents, etc.

mission: to guide the development, management and




& WABAMUN WATERSHED
7 MANAGEMENT COUNEIL

WABAMUN LAKE
WATERSHED
MANAGEMENT
PLAN

Click here to learn how the
WWMC is-working with
Alberta Environment and
Parks, the North
Saskatchewan Watershed
Alliance and the various
municipalities-around the lake
to.develop a watershed

management plan for the

lake.

WEBSITE WWMC.CA

Wabamun Lake Fishery

Some of the most frequent enquires the
WWMC receives are from anglers who ask
why they can no longer harvest fish from
the lake. For well over a century,
Wabamun Lake was known as a very
productive fishery, supporting a vibrant
commercial and sport fishing harvest.
Over that time, Wabamun had a thriving
sport fish community of Northern Pike,
Lake Whitefish and Yellow Perch, not to
mention ample forage-fish populations of
minnows, young game fish, and aquatic
insects and other invertebrates.
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Historic Lake Levels

In the WWMC's 2013 State of the
Watershed Report (PDF), the following
historical information (1915-2013) about
lake level was presented:

B The maximum lake level
recorded was in 1927 at
elevation 725.17 meters
(2,378.56 feet) above sea
level.

B The minimum lake level
recorded was in 2003 at
elevation 723.72 meters
(2,373.80 feet).
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Mo. 21 Spring 2019
Samco/Ridge Water Resort

A bt had happened sinoe our el ewiletter was publzhed in the summer of 2008, After last winter's frendy of
Bctiwilly with regard bo the Jasuary ke heawve and the resuitant workahop in May, your vol Board was lnoking
forward to a relatively peaceful summer and fall, looking sfter the watershed management plan and investigating the
wanious unautharired bost lsundhes sround the lake. Then along came the Ridge Waler Resort proposal for the north

shore of the lake [ hitpo//be.ly/ZPEEsla).

Ag 1'm swere most of you know, the quarter section of
forest, sast of Falis, was deared of vegetation in
2011-12. Many people sxpressed concems about the
resultant erosion ard tons of earthen material
wardhing inta the lake and flosding nelghbouring
propafiel. Al 5 reiull, Aberta Erdifonment Bnd
Parls and Farkland Courty issued endorement and
siop orders, nespectively, to the developer, Samco
Developments Lid, Howeved, the endsion nlired,
Then lyst September we bsarfed what wird Being
planred for that lend: 8 300150 Recrestion Vehicke
campgrournd.

Wabamun Watershed
Management Council »

Shaortering a very lang story, Samco appled for &
deveapment permi from Parkiand Cownty for the
campground. Ater much back-&nd-forth, Parkland
refused the permit and Samoo sppesled the efusal
o Parkiand’s Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (SDAB). To sccommaedabe all the people who wisked to
spmak Lo the Board, the SDAR hald two haarings on January 14™ and 1§ with regerd 1o Samoo's sppeal. On Felbinaary
12, the SDAB released s dedsion: Samco's appeal was denbed. [n other words, the development camnot
proosed. The decision was langely based on the development being “not compatible with neighbouring uses.”

The WWHEC thanks all those wha Look time Sut of their busy lhves 1o stterd the Ewo hearings, and especially those who

PUBLIC GROUP - 252 MEMBERS

decision We would like o especially thank Shirley Munm for her dedication and persistandos in getling peopls 1o

shiw up and express their views at the hearngs. She guickly crganized the Wabamun Area Stewardship Association w t P P t E t F -
[WASA) as & way for people i cppose the development. As a result, WASA was able to hire & bvwyer who ensuned the h t’y h I
legaltins the SDAR needed 1o hear were ndeed heard a c ar D DS ven 5 I E
Thie WWMC researched, wrote and submitted & written brief fo the SOAB and made & presentatssn at the heanng,

largely based on the law the SOAR would be using to make its decison. We feel our brief and presence was reflected
in khe decizion. We have leamed & kot in the process and will put that knowledge to good use i the fubure.

Whist hippans nast? Samoo hed X0 deyE afer the SDAR decidion 1 appesl to the Albeds Cour of Appaaki [if the
decizion erred in ke or jurisdedt ion ). According to Parkland Ciounty, the deadline of March 14 passed wihout Samoo

fiing a leave to appesl. So, Samen must walk one yesr from the spoeal decision before & can apply sgain for & pemit . .
o develop such & campground on the property. Howeyver, it can ot any Bme apply for & permit i sny other type of . erte SU met h I ng

dirvekspmient,

1

Lakmicapr & @ publcition of B Watamun Wilmihed Manasgemest Councl. [® B publshed perisdically for the Baralfl of council
P ah 8 Wil A8 SCRET SLAMEROIIET S I ThE WADEToh walerited M| mArers 1§ Ccopyrghil (e WML ut i pihermibe speoiiied

For mors nlormalion sbout the coundl, o Lo waw.eEmcd. DSRor: Don Mered®h [wwmolld onmeresth.ca) al Live !u PthD o Recum mE.nd




WHAT WE DO: KEEP INFORMED
=/

Guest Speakers: ~

» Steven Spencer (Fisheries Biologist AEP) Attend ALMS Workshops, NSWA Forumes,

« Allison Rosland (Municipal Planning Services) and many other seminars on lake and N’
e Brian lInicki (Love Your Lake) watershed management.

* Janine Higgins, AEP (Aquatic Invasive Species) N\ /
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WHAT WE DO: PARTNER WITH OTHERS -
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e Landowners

Parkland County

Village Of Wabamun
* 5 Summer Villages

* TransAlta

Nature Alberta,
Land Stewardship

Centre, ALMS, etc. =~




SEBA BEACH
FERTILIZER/HERBICIDE BAN

Low Maintenance
Lawn Seed!




\/u PARKLAND COUNTY INITIATIVES

* Environmentally Significant Areas

Parkland County

Environmental Conservation Master Plan

Designations

Phase 1 Background Technical Report

(DE/. * Environmental Conservation Master
7/~ P

* Lakeshore Development Guidelines
Bio-physical Assessment Requirements

Healthy Lakes (Septic Inspectior

Program
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TRANS ZWHIFEWOOD MINE RECLAMATION TOUR




Inset Map Legend

Lake Wabamun
North Sask. River

North Sask. Watershed

Map Legend
Shoreline Health

Healthy G

Moderately Im

Highly Impairg]

NSWA Riparian Health Assessment

MONITORING

\

ALMS technician Patrick O, ; | ALMS technician Sarah wi
./ WWM(H/QIunteer









WHAT WE DO: WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLANNING

State of

Wabamun Lake WMP Steering Committee: Watershed

 Parkland County

*Village Of Wabamun
: Monitorin Watershed
Summer Villages 9 Plan
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VISION

The Wabamun Lake watershed is a healthy ecosystem with a robust economy and

'

a thriving community that demonstrates its collective responsibility to be the best
stewards of the lake environment, for current and future generations. \/

YN (U °oe. )



GOAL: GOOD WATER QUALITY

e Objective: surface water quality
is maintained or improved

e Objective: lake users are
knowledgeable about and able to
adapt to lake levels, which

ith natural variability

Phosphorus Supplied to Lake
hﬂﬂ‘ﬁ'ﬁ#’ T i _ | et

sIE-P01a

Lot D




GOAL: HEALTHY AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS & BIODIVERSITY

Glen " rchives NA-4723-47

Objective: aquatic ecosystem
health is maintained or
improved.

Objective: biodiversity is
maintained or improved and the
occurrence and spread of
invasive species is prevented or
mitigated.



GOAL: WISE LAND USE

EEEEEEEEEE

Objective: To the extent possible, natural Alberta's lakefront properties see
) ) prices soar amid bidding wars

land cover is retained and land use does

not impair lake or watershed health.

Sparse inventory can't feed a growing demand for recreational homes in

places such as Wabamun Lake

Objective: Policies and plans are aligned
between authorities and regulatory
bodies such that development does not
impair lake watershed health.

Objective: Knowledge needed to manage
the Wabamun Lake watershed is gathered
and made available to decision-makers.

The Globe and Mail 2017 article



https://www.theglobeandmail.com/real-estate/calgary-and-edmonton/albertas-lakefront-properties-see-prices-soar-amid-biddingwars/article35961251/

WMP GOAL: ENGAGED STEWARDS

Objective: the community
shares its collective
responsibility to be the

best stewards of the
Wabamun Lake watershed
and stewardship
programs inspire action.
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WMP NEXT STEPS

Q Engage other stakeholders and the
O OO0 publicon the draft WMP

N

inalize and approve the W




IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITIES

) Maintaining a collaborative, representative steering committee

Continue educational activities with an initial focus on invasive species, riparian health
¥~ and agricultural best practices

Setting up a robust water quality monitoring program that informs decision-makers

Restoring shoreline riparian function

O

A Continuing to align municipal policies, plans and processes that promote watershed health

N




LESSONS LEARNED SO FAR?

e WMPs take time!

* The best time to produce a WMP was 50 years ago, the second best time
is now. WMPs must be fluid to adapt to future unknowns.

* There is a lot of apathy and denial out there, it is hard to motivate people.

mmunity and municipal buy-in is critical so focus on relationship

oughout the planning process.
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