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WWMC, WHO WE ARE

• A society formed in 2006 (as recommended by Dr. Schindler’s and 
other studies produced for the lake prior to this date)

• A permanent board of volunteer directors made up of a cross-
section of about 20 stakeholders from around the lake representing 
business, government, NGOs, lake residents, etc. 

• Our mission: to guide the development, management and 
stewardship of lake Wabamun through collaborative watershed 
planning, research and public education.

• Membership is free! Go to WWMC.ca to get on our mailing list



WEBSITE WWMC.CA



WHAT WE DO: EDUCATION!



WHAT WE DO: KEEP INFORMED

Attend ALMS Workshops, NSWA Forums, 
and many other seminars on lake and 
watershed management.

Guest Speakers:
• Steven Spencer (Fisheries Biologist AEP)
• Allison Rosland (Municipal Planning Services)
• Brian Ilnicki (Love Your Lake)
• Janine Higgins, AEP (Aquatic Invasive Species)



• Landowners

• Parkland County

• Village Of Wabamun

• 5 Summer Villages

• TransAlta

• Nature Alberta, 
Land Stewardship 
Centre, ALMS, etc.

WHAT WE DO: PARTNER WITH OTHERS



SEBA BEACH 
FERTILIZER/HERBICIDE BAN



PARKLAND COUNTY INITIATIVES

• Environmentally Significant Areas 
Designations

• Environmental Conservation Master 
Plan

• Lakeshore Development Guidelines 

• Bio-physical Assessment Requirements 

• Healthy Lakes (Septic Inspection) 
Program

Sundance Boat Launch 



TRANSALTA - WHITEWOOD MINE RECLAMATION TOUR



MONITORING

ALMS technician Patrick ALMS technician Sarah with 
WWMC volunteer

NSWA Riparian Health Assessment



OUTREACH



CYANOBACTERIA BLOOM AUGUST 2019



WHAT WE DO: WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLANNING

Wabamun Lake WMP Steering Committee:

• Parkland County 

• Village Of Wabamun

• 5 Summer Villages

• TransAlta

• NSWA

• WWMC

State of 
Watershed

Watershed 
Plan

Implement

Monitoring



TAKING A WATERSHED 
APPROACH…

…TO MANAGE RISKS OF

Invasive Species
Blue Green Algae
Nutrient Loading

Residential Development 
Loss Of Riparian Function
Agricultural Intensification 

Climate Change
Cumulative Effects



VISION
The Wabamun Lake watershed is a healthy ecosystem with a robust economy and 
a thriving community that demonstrates its collective responsibility to be the best 

stewards of the lake environment, for current and future generations.



GOAL: GOOD WATER QUALITY

• Objective: surface water quality 
is maintained or improved

• Objective: lake users are 
knowledgeable about and able to 
adapt to lake levels, which 
fluctuate with natural variability 

• Objective: groundwater quantity 
and quality is maintained and 
protected



GOAL: HEALTHY AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS & BIODIVERSITY

Objective: aquatic ecosystem 
health is maintained or 
improved.

Objective: biodiversity is 
maintained or improved and the 
occurrence and spread of 
invasive species is prevented or 
mitigated. 



GOAL: WISE LAND USE

Objective: To the extent possible, natural 
land cover is retained and land use does 
not impair lake or watershed health. 

Objective: Policies and plans are aligned 
between authorities and regulatory 
bodies such that development does not 
impair lake watershed health.

Objective: Knowledge needed to manage 
the Wabamun Lake watershed is gathered 
and made available to decision-makers. 

The Globe and Mail 2017 article

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/real-estate/calgary-and-edmonton/albertas-lakefront-properties-see-prices-soar-amid-biddingwars/article35961251/


WMP GOAL: ENGAGED STEWARDS

Objective: the community 
shares its collective 
responsibility to be the 
best stewards of the 
Wabamun Lake watershed 
and stewardship 
programs inspire action. 



WMP NEXT STEPS

Engage other stakeholders and the 
public on the draft WMP

Finalize and approve the WMP



IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITIES

Maintaining a collaborative, representative steering committee

Continue educational activities with an initial focus on invasive species, riparian health 
and agricultural best practices

Setting up a robust water quality monitoring program that informs decision-makers

Restoring shoreline riparian function

Continuing to align municipal policies, plans and processes that promote watershed health



LESSONS LEARNED SO FAR? 

• WMPs take time! 

• The best time to produce a WMP was 50 years ago, the second best time 
is now. WMPs must be fluid to adapt to future unknowns.

• There is a lot of apathy and denial out there, it is hard to motivate people.

• Community and municipal buy-in is critical so focus on relationship 
building throughout the planning process.

• Groups like WWMC have limited capacity…need to leverage! We couldn’t 
do this without the support of NSWA and our other partners! 



QUESTIONS?



THANK 
YOU! 
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