A Watershed Time Travel Story

By The NSWA Youth Water Council
lllustrated by Amanda Schutz



In the spirit of respect and reciprocity, we acknowledge that the
lands within the North Saskatchewan River watershed are located
in Treaty 6, Treaty 8, and the Métis Homeland. These lands

are the traditional territories and gathering places of diverse

First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples. We recognize the
contributions of Indigenous peoples who have cared for this |

and since time immemorial and whose rich histories, cultures,
languages, and presence continue to enrich these sacred lands

we all steward as Treaty People.

The North Saskatchewan River goes by many different

names. The Néhiyawéwin (Cree) name is Kisiskéciwani-sipiy
(PP b <-a? A*), meaning “swift-flowing river.” It is known as
Omaka-ty and Aapdtohs O’mahkahtai, meaning “big river” and
“North big river” in Niitsitapi (Blackfoot). It was also historically
labeled Riviére Bourbon by French settlers. Names conferred on
the river by others remain unknown to the authors at this time,
although we hope to continue to learn as we move forward.

We would like to acknowledge the contribution of our creative
consultants, who made the creation of this comic possible.
Thank you to:

Azure Johnson, who provided invaluable knowledge and insight for the

comic’s Indigenous storyline. As an Indigenous Knowledge Keeper, Azure's
contribution to the comic was essential. The YUJC learned about the Indigenous
connection to water and the importance of sharing diverse perspectives.

Ailee Brownrigg, who provided creative writing coaching for our council. Ailee helped
bring the council’s ideas to life and we truly could not have done it without her. With
Ailee’s help, the YUJC learned about the story building process, including

storytelling, character building, and planning.

| want to go catch bugs by
the river. Please? I’'m bored!

Take your
sister to the
river, and be
sure to look |

after her! ¢

Gasp! Look at all this stuff!
Why do people leave their
things behind?

Look! Someome drove

right into the river. Did
you know that fish lay
their eqgs there? What

will the fish do now? O:Y /

It's just the way it is—
nothing we can do.about it.




You pay too much
attention in science
class. | prefer

blissful ignorance!

Well, the river can’t
talk. It isn’t alive
and it doesn’t care!

If the river could
talk, | don’t think
it would be very

happy.

What has she done now? Oh man.
I'm going to get in trouble if
I lose her.

Stay back!
Don’t come any closer!

I think they’re trying
to show us something

1 am. | need
your help.

& Just look...

swimming along the.
rocks on the bot

Look at those fish
dancing together!
And those bugs
walking on the
water!




The fish flow freely
through my waters.
The plants along
my shores provide
shade and keep the
ground solid
“-around me. But
there is so
nuch more...

“part of this system. When things
.get dry, these wetlands help store

water (and clean it, too.

Do you see that other creek flowing into my
waters there? They are my family and part
of my river system. Some of these creeks
flow from high up in the mountains or along
prairie fields before we join together.

So, you're
the river?

I am. Your people call me
the North Saskatchewan
River. But | have many
different names given to me
by many different people.

| start my journey as a trickle of
water from a frozen ice field in
the high mountains. From there,
I travel through mountains,
forests, and grasslands, carving
my way through valleys until

I reach a vast bay that

leads to the ocean.

Here’s the cool part: I'm

not alone. I'm connected to
everything around me. What
happens in my watershed
family affects how much water
I have and how clean it is. So,
taking care of my watershed
means taking care of everything
that lives here, including

both of you.
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But U'm not just any river; I'm part
of a big family called a watershed.
It’s a network of smaller rivers,
creeks, lakes, wetlands, forests, and
even the water underground, all shap-
ing me as | flow..When rain falls or
snow melts, it joins us from the land.
Eventually, every drop finds its way
me, making me stronger.




But this is the before, and
you are: from the now,

What do you
mean, ‘this-is
the before?

What did you do to everyone?
Where are our parents?

We're in the
past now,
aren’t we?

Look around you. Do you see any roads or
flying planes overhead? Do you see any
pollution. or litter?

Yes. | am thousands of years
old, and time has gone by in
a blink of an eye, yet so much
has changed. There are roads
blocking the passage of fish
through the creeks. My shores
are crumbling, and the forests

have lost many trees. | don’t
always have enough water to
grow crops, quench the thirst of
people and animals, and provide
healthy habitats. Nowadays,
chemicals and strange items
enter my waters.

Wow, it is different. But wasn’t the change
inevitable? Things can’t always stay the same.

It wasn’t always this way. People used to live
in balance with the natural world around them
here on Turtle Island and all over the world.
They used to take care of me and others like
me, but in your time they have forgotten this
relationship. Let me show you.

You may be.able
to learn from this community.
They may answer your guestions
and tell you about their way of life.

But here, give them this birchbark
canoe first. You should always offer a
gift to thank them for their knowledge.

Remember to be respectful and
listen to their words. Never interrupt
what they have to say.




M Hello. We are from the future! The
river spirit brought us here and told
us that we may be able to learn

Welcome, strangers. What from you. We have some guestions

brings you here? about your community. We’ve als
brought you a gift! ‘

Wherever you are from,
its clear that you are not
from here. What would
you like to know?

We’ve seen so much
since we've been
here. There are so
many fish swimming,
and the water is

so clean. How can
people from our
time live more
harmoniously with
the river like you do?
How can we make
people care?

There is no simple answer to your guestions.
But perhaps it is in the way your people
view water. Water is sacred. It is alive and
the essence of life itself. We are born from
water and nourished by it. Water is what
connects us to the world around us. Just as
we take from the river, we give something
back in return to ensure there is enough for
future generations. Our community follows
this river, just as we follow the buffalo and
respect all that it gives. Without water, we
have nothing. Perhaps your people would like
to hear this message.

Wow. | never
thought of it

that way. | wish
we could change
things and protect
the water.

Thank you for
your advice.

We still have
a lot to learn.

espect | »watér,
espect the land, -
pect the air, and

Now do you understand?
Let us go forwards again
to your time.



But what can we do? A Hmmm... we could

How can we help? write a comic!
This is a lot to take on.

Guess no one
ever told magic
portals about
soft landings.

And the beavers! Isn’t it cool how they
| never thought I'd say create wetlands with their dams that
this, but people really protect us from wildfires, floods, and
DO need to understand droughts? Wetlands even filter the water
how important our naturally! And all those small creeks
watershed is. It’s so form a huge network of water that
cool how everything in 7 feeds the main river.

the watershed works ‘

together to create

habitat for wildlife, and

clean water to drink...

Now what? | want
to do it again! Can You have a place here, and

? .
we go backi there’s important work to
be done.

Oh, nothing, | just
2 \ hate to say | told

Everyone and everything using my
water should use it respectfully,
so in turn | can provide everyone
with clean, beautiful water to
drink, live, and play in.
We must maintain
balance, and ’d like
you to share my
message.

There’s so much
more to it than

I thought. If only
people could see
what we saw!




The siblings created a
comic book about their
friend the River and its
watershed family. Then
they got busy with all types
of stewardship activities....

The siblings are spreading the
word about responsible lake
living. Limiting excess fertilizer
use in our watershed can
prevent harmful blue-green
algae blooms.

The siblings plant an
‘eco-buffer’ along the
riparian area of the river.
This ribbon of green
filters pollutants, provides
habitat for wildlife and
prevents erosion.

Spring cleanup in

the watershed! The
siblings brought out
their friends to pick
up litter left behind.
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the North Saskatchewan River watershed. With the help of NSWA, the Youth
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About the lllustrator:

Amanda Schutz is an illustrator, a graphic designer, and an unstoppable force in
gardening. She has been the owner and Creative Director for Curio Studio, a
specialty design boutique based in Edmonton for over 20 years. She is the founder
of the online advocacy group “Canadian Women in Design”, and in 2023 she was
recognized as a Fellow of Design Professionals of Canada. This is her first attempt
at personifying water, and she feels it went pretty well. Visit Amanda’s portfolio
online at amandaschutz.com



Two siblings camping near the North Saskatchewan
River are taken on a journey back in time to discover
the importance of watershed health and respecting our
rivers. Join them as they make new friends and gain a
new perspective on the waters that give them life

in this River Time Vortex Extravaganza!
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