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Why Beavers?
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Elk Island NP, 1924



1950 Water Coverage

2002 Water Coverage

➢1950
• 47% more precipitation 

than 2002 
• no beaver
• less open water

➢2002
• driest year on record 
• beaver well-established
• 61% more open water 

than 1950

Hood and Bayley. 2008. Biol. Conserv.





Active beaver lodge Photo: G. Hood



Hood and Larson. 2015. Freshwater Biol. 
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Calgary - June 25, 2013



Sibbald Fen, Alberta
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Hood et al. 2018, Hum. Dimen, Wildl
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Future trends?
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Thank you
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