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Watershed Wednesdays 

• Please keep your microphone muted and video 
off during the presentations

• If you would like to ask a question, please use 
the chat 

• Questions will be addressed at the end of each 
presentation 

• Poll Questions



Watershed Wednesdays 

nswa.ab.ca



Watershed Wednesdays

February 2 – Climate Change and Wetlands

March 2 – Introduction to Watershed Management

April 13 – Invasive Species Updates



Watershed Wednesdays 

Watershed Gift Basket!



Watershed Planning in Alberta 

• Alberta’s Water for Life 
Strategy  

• Key Watershed Partnerships

• Watershed Planning and 
Advisory Councils

• Watershed Planning 
Framework

• Examples of watershed 
projects across Alberta



Alberta’s Water for Life Strategy  

Water for Life Strategy
• Safe, secure drinking water 

supplies

• Healthy aquatic ecosystems

• Reliable water supplies for a 
sustainable economy  



Water for Life Partnerships   

Key Partnerships  
• Government of Alberta

• Alberta Water Council 

• Water Planning and 
Advisory Councils 

• Watershed Stewardship 

Groups

www.alberta.ca/watershed-
management-overview.aspx

https://www.alberta.ca/watershed-management-overview.aspx


“Watershed Planning and Advisory 
Councils (WPACs) are important 
stewards of Alberta's major 
watersheds. 

They are independent, non-profit 
organizations that are designated 
by Alberta Environment and Parks to 
report on the health of our 
watersheds, lead collaborative 
planning, and facilitate education 
and stewardship activities.” 

Alberta Environment and Parks 

www.alberta.ca/watershed-
planning-and-advisory-councils.aspx

https://www.alberta.ca/watershed-planning-and-advisory-councils.aspx


2020-2021 Report and Brochure

www.nswa.ab.ca/about-
us/watershed-planning-advisory-
councils/



WPACs – Organizations 

• All non-profit societies

• 40+ staff

• Multisector boards with over 150 volunteer directors

• Over 450 organizational and 2300 individual society members



WPACs – Financial Support  

• ~$3.0 million provided 
by Government of 
Alberta

• ~$2.0 million provided 
by in kind support

• ~$4.0 million raised in 
grants and 
contributions that is 
injected into the 
provincial economy



Watershed Planning Framework 

www.alberta.ca/watershed-resources.aspx

https://www.alberta.ca/watershed-resources.aspx






Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting 



Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting 



Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting 



WPACs – Key Responsibilities  

✓Conveners and Collaborators 

✓Monitoring and Reporting 

✓Policy and Planning 

✓Education and Outreach 



Conveners and 
Collaborators 



Conveners and Collaborators 

Maintain forums and create opportunities for all 
to share perspectives, exchange information and 

stories about our shared watershed resources 
and responsibilities. 



Conveners and Collaborators 

• Living Lakes Canada

• 3-year pilot 

• Aquatic monitoring 
program 

• Community needs and 
resources 

• Uses national CABIN 
sampling protocols 

• 7 WPAC partners



Conveners and Collaborators 

• Broad scale satellite assessment 
of riparian areas 

• 25,000 km of shoreline

• Publicly accessible data

• 6 WPACs 



Conveners and Collaborators 

Mapping of Hydrologically Significant Areas 

• Red Deer Watershed Alliance and Nature  
Conservancy of Alberta 

• Builds on work done in Oldman and Bow watersheds



Conveners and Collaborators 

• South East Watershed Alliance Riparian 
Restoration Project 

• Lesser Slave Lake Watershed Council Swan River 
Watershed Initiative 

• Mighty Peace Restoration Project Group



Monitoring and 
Reporting 



Monitoring and Reporting 

To fill knowledge gaps, WPACs undertake a 
variety of activities to collect data and 

information. This information is often utilized in 
state of the watershed reports, which in turn 

inform land and watershed management plans 
and support work by WPAC partners.



Monitoring and Reporting 

Lesser Slave Lake Water Quality 
Monitoring Project 

• 5-year study 

• 16 sites along five rivers 
• Swan 

• Driftpile

• East Prairie 

• West Prairie

• South Heart 



Monitoring and Reporting 

• 19 water quality monitoring stations on major 
tributaries of the North Saskatchewan River

• Study tributary inputs on water quality and 
impacts to drinking water 



Monitoring and Reporting 

Community-based Water 
Quality Monitoring 
within the LICA region 

• Partnership with Alberta 
Lake Management Society 

• 5 Lakes sampled in 2021
• Jessie 
• Marie 
• Minnie 
• Moose  
• Skeleton



Policy and Planning



Policy and Planning 

As knowledge-builders, WPACs can 
provide input and insight on watershed 

management issues through participation 
in water use management and planning 

activities with stakeholders. They can also 
lend this expertise to other regional, 

municipal and resource planning initiatives. 
Additionally, WPACs can provide a regional 

multistakeholder perspective to federal, 
provincial and municipal policy.



Policy and Planning 

Government of Alberta Advice
• Regional Land Use Plans

• Wetland Policy 

• Coal Policy 

• Aquatic Invasive Species 



Policy and Planning 

Alberta Water Council projects 
• Water for Life Implementation Reviews 

• Wetland Policy Implementation 

• Protecting Sources of Drinking Water in Alberta 

• Building Resilience to Multi-Year Drought  



Policy and Planning 



Policy and Planning 



Education and Outreach 



Education and Outreach 

WPACs excel in creating opportunities for public 
engagement, increasing awareness of watershed 
management issues, and ensuring the public is 

knowledgeable about what they can do as good 
stewards of the water resource. 



Education and Outreach 

• Red Deer Documentary Series 

• Mighty Peace Streambank 
Restoration Project 



Education and Outreach 

• SEAWA Riparian Educational Tours 

• LICA Keep our Lake Blue Campaign 



Education and Outreach 

• NSWA Watershed Wednesday Webinar Series 

• Bow and SAIT Water Re-Use project forum 



Education and Outreach 

• Websites 

• Annual Reports 



Education and Outreach 

• Newsletters 

• Social Media 



WPACs – Key Responsibilities  

✓Conveners and Collaborators 

✓Monitoring and Reporting 

✓Policy and Planning 

✓Education and Outreach 



2020-2021 Report and Brochure

www.nswa.ab.ca/about-
us/watershed-planning-advisory-
councils/



Thank you!


